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The Overview 
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 Libraries continue buy large quantities of print.  

 Libraries retain large print collections. 

 Copyright restrictions restrict mass digitization.  

 There a many similarities between the usage 

patterns for print & digital resources.   

 

Why Study Use of Print Books? 

Print isn't dead! 
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Why Ohio? 

Similar States: 

 

       Population (Michigan 10M 

            vs.  Ohio 11.5M) 

 

       Library Resources (Michigan 

             40M vs.  Ohio 49M) 

 

        



The world’s libraries. Connected. 

Origin of OhioLINK 

Originated in 1987 with 

the Library Study 

Committee Report’s 

recommendation to 

create a statewide 

catalog 
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What is OhioLINK? 

 Shared catalog with patron initiated borrowing 

 600,000+ Users 

 47.6 million books and other library materials  

 Millions of electronic articles  

 12,000 electronic journals  

 140 electronic research databases  

 40,000 e-books  

 Thousands of images, videos and sounds  

 17,500 theses and dissertations 

 Nearly 30 Million Books 
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Who is OhioLINK? 

   5  ARL Institutions 

 11  Universities 

 44  Colleges 

 15  Community Colleges 

 28  Branch campuses 

       The State Library of Ohio  

   5  Depositories 

   3  Museums and other independent cultural 

institutions 

 20  Off-campus hospitals and medical centers 
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The Project 
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Research Project 

• Julie Gammon from the 
University of Akron was a co- 
investigator for the study. 

• Joint study by OhioLINK, 
OhioLINK members, OhioLINK 
Collection Building Task Force 
(CBTF) and OCLC Research. 

• Much of the planned analysis is 
new and untested; not all of the 
analysis will be successful. 

• This project is distinct from 
OCLC’s collection analysis 

service. 
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Distinctive Aspects 

 Size and scope of 

collections. 

 Use of local holdings and 

circulation information. 

 Number and variety of 

institutions. 

 FRBR (Functional 

Requirements for 

Bibliographic Records) 

 Metrics used. 
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Project Goals 

 

 To reduce unnecessary 
duplication. 

 To increase local collection 
development activities. 

 To expand the amount spent 
on cooperative acquisitions. 

 To strengthen the collective 
collection.  
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Individual Institutions: What’s Where? 

 How big are the collections? 

 What is being used? 

 What are the subject strengths? 

 How unique? 

 How old are the books? 

 How comprehensive? 
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Collective Collection: What Do We Have? 

 How many items do we have? 

 What languages do we have? 

 How old are they? 

 How many are unique? 

 In what subjects? 

 How many copies do we need? 
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Data 
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OhioLINK Circulation Record 

Item No.: 

OCLC No.: 

Title: 

LCCN: 

Location Code: 

Status Code: 

Circulation: 

Renewals: 

Accession date: 

Date of Last Use: 

ISBN: 

Source: 

i25878591 

45207959 

The infinite / A.W. Moore 

00051722 

bc 

- 

5 

1 

8/3/2001 

8/23/2004 

0415252857 (pbk.) 

Akron 
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Data Cleaning 

 For records with an obsolete OCLC No.; the obsolete OCLC No. is 
replaced with the current OCLC No. 

 For records lacking an OCLC No. which had either a unique LCCN or  
ISBN; that number is used to identify the corresponding OCLC No.  

 Records lacking any standard number were not validated and were 
excluded from the study. 

 Records from the 2007 circulation files were paired with the 2008 to 
determine annual circulation 

 The resulting data set contained the circulation records for ~30 
million different items 

 Approximately 93% of the records were validated; many of the 
unvalidated records were for non-book materials 

The OCLC Number is used to link the circulation records to the 

corresponding bibliographic record in WorldCat: 
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1. Item No. 

2. OCLC No. 

3. Work No. 

4. Source 

5. Campus 

6. Administrative Unit 

7. Administrative Subunit 

8. Accession date 

9. Date of last use 

10. Circulation Status 

11. Total Circulations 

12. Annual Circulation 

Combined Circ Record 

An identifier that is unique for each item within the institution 

The OCLC number 

Work number as identified by the OCLC Workset algorithm.  

Name of the institution supplying the data. 

The name of the campus generating the circulation. 

The name of the top level administrative unit 

The name of the subunit within the administrative unit 

The date the book was acquired or entered into the system 

The date the item last circulated. 

A circulating or non-circulating code  

The total number of times the item has circulated 

The number of times the item circulated in the year observed.. 

3974388 

11842779 

11842779 

Ohio State 

Ohio State University 

University Libraries 

Thompson Library 

5/24/1994 

3/12/2008 

1 

51 

5 
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The Annual Circulation Data 

Annual Circulation 2,822,035 

No. of Items (Volumes) 29,002,327 

No. of Items Circulated 2,106,142 

No. of Manifestations (Titles)  6,729,482 

No. of Manifestations Circulated 1,025,318 

No. of Works 5,488,502 

No. of Works Circulated 891,423 
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Data is Public 

Available under the Open Data Commons Attribution license  

 6,729,482 Bibliographic records 

 29,002,327 Circulations records 

 Jointly released by OCLC & OhioLINK 

 Downloadable from: 

    http://www.oclc.org/research/activities/ohiolink/circulation.html 
 

http://www.oclc.org/research/activities/ohiolink/circulation.html
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Analysis 
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Individual Institution Focus 

 Languages 

 Age  

 Subjects 
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Language Table (Akron) 

12 Major Non-English 

Languages 
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Age Tables (Akron) 
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Subjects Tables (Akron) 
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‘Collective’ Collection Focus 

Tables 

  Subject 

  Language 

 

Analysis 

  Collection Size 

  Comprehensiveness 

  Duplication 

  Obsolescence 

  Library Type 

  FRBR 

  Audience Level 

  etc. 
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Usage Distribution 
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Obsolescence Rates 
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Duplication Rate 

Publication Date 
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Library Type  

Analysis 
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Holdings by Library Type 

ARLs, 27.0% 

Universities, 
27.3% 

Colleges, 
24.6% 

2yr Colleges, 
6.0% 

Depositories, 
15.2% 
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Circulation Rates by Library Type 
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Subject 

Analysis 
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Subject Table (Advertising) 

Percent Coverage: The percent of all OhioLINK 

manifestations held in specified collection.   
Comprehensiveness: The proportion of all OhioLINK 

circulations that could have been met by the 

manifestations in the collection.  

Audience Level: The type of audience for which the 

collection is most suitable.  
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Audience Level 

0 (Juvenile)  (Scholarly) 1 

Octopusses and squid  

Audience level: 0.06 

 

Phylogeny and systematics of the 

treehopper subfamily  

Audience level: 0.96 

 

Fundamentals of entomology  

Audience level: 0.51 
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Subject Distribution of Items 

Arts & Recreation, 
8.0% 

Business & 
Economics, 8.2% 

History & 
Geography, 13.7% 

Language & 
Literature, 21.2% 

Science & 
Technology, 15.1% 

Social Science, 
22.1% 

Medicine, 4.2% Law, 
7.4% 
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Annual Circulation Rates 
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Duplication Rates 
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Language 

Analysis 
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Language Table (German / Language & Literature) 

12 major languages combined with 

8 broad subjects are used: 

• Arts & Recreation 

• Business & Economics 

• History & Geography 

• Language & Literature 

• Science & Technology 

• Social Science 

• Medicine 

• Law 

Relative Circ. Rate: The 

circulation rate relative to 

the rate for English 

language books. 
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Size of Non-English Collections 

German, 26.5% 

French, 22.0% 

Spanish, 13.5% 

Russian, 
7.7% 

Chinese, 4.3% 

Italian, 4.6% 

Japanese, 3.1% 

Other, 18.3% 
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Non-English by Subject 

Arts & 
Recreation, 

11.3% 

Business & 
Economics, 

3.8% 

History & 
Geography, 

10.7% 
Language & 
Literature, 

20.1% 

Science & 
Technology, 

3.3% 

Social 
Science, 6.2% 

Medicine, 
1.1% 

Law, 1.4% 
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Relative Usage by Language 
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Relative Usage by Subject 
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Non-English Percent of Collection 
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Relative Use of Non-English  

      Books by Publication Date 
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Project Website 
 

* 

† 

http://www.oclc.org/research/activities/ohiolink/institutions.htm
http://www.oclc.org/research/activities/ohiolink/collective.htm
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Complete Analysis Online 

•  By Institution 

•  Collective Results 

Final Report 

OhioLINK Collection Building Task 

Force, Julia Gammon, and Edward 

T. O'Neill. 2011. OhioLINK–OCLC 

Collection and Circulation Analysis 

Project 2011. Dublin, Ohio: OCLC 

Research.  

http://www.oclc.org/research/activities/ohiolink/institutions.html
http://www.oclc.org/research/activities/ohiolink/collective.html
http://www.oclc.org/research/publications/library/2011/2011-06r.html
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Conclusions 

  Very limited use of non-English materials. 

  Unique resources widely distributed. 

  Circulation rates vary greatly by subject, institution, 

language, … 

  Collectively duplication level are high. 

  Massive amount of rarely used in copyright books. 

  Analysis is ongoing within OCLC & OhioLINK. 

  Other researchers encouraged to study the data.  
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Questions? 

      Comments? 

           Suggestions? 

ONEILL@OCLC.ORG 


